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FACT SHEET FOR COMPLETION OF FACILITY-WIDE CORRECTIVE ACTION

Loveland Products, Inc.
Billings, Montana

Introduction
The Loveland Products, Inc. (LPI) facility is a former herbicide formulation plant located in Billings, Montana. Under oversight by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), LPI conducted facility-wide corrective action pursuant to requirements under the Montana Hazardous Waste Act. Facility-wide corrective action addresses cleanup of releases of hazardous constituents from the facility to ensure protection of human health and the environment.
Site Location
The LPI facility is located at 1525 Lockwood Road, east of the City of Billings in the Lockwood area of Yellowstone County, Montana. The property encompasses approximately 27 acres within Section 26, Township 1 North, Range 26 East, and the facility is zoned for heavy industrial use. 
Facility History
LPI operated an herbicide formulation plant at the site from 1975 to 2020, formulating products including 2,4-D, MCPA, MCPP, dicamba, glyphosate, and fluroxypyr. The pesticide formulation activities were suspended in October 2020, and since that time the facility has been used to store and distribute pre-packaged and bulk agricultural products for industrial use. 
Between 1979 and 1985, wastewater from 2,4-D herbicide formulation was discharged to three on-site lined evaporation ponds, also referred to as the Surface Impoundment. The LPI facility needed a hazardous waste permit because the surface impoundments contained 2,4-D, which is classified as hazardous waste. Hazardous waste permit requirements were later consolidated and ultimately replaced by a Corrective Action Order on Consent in 2015.
Site-Wide Contaminant Cleanup (Facility-Wide Corrective Action)
Hazardous waste permits require the facility to evaluate potential site-wide contamination from plant activities. These evaluations at LPI determined that releases of hazardous waste or hazardous constituents had occurred at or from the facility and, therefore, facility-wide corrective action was required. The facility-wide corrective action process included investigations, risk assessments, corrective measures studies, implementation of selected remedies, and final review of both soil and groundwater corrective measures. The mutual objective of facility-wide corrective action was to address contamination and protect human health and the environment. 
Chemicals of Concern Above Risk-Based or Cleanup Levels
The chemicals identified as concern and found above risk-based or cleanup levels for corrective action included the following:
· Soil: MCPA and 2,4-D exceeded industrial action levels in soil in the area northeast of the plant. 2,4-D also exceeded industrial action levels in the former surface impoundment.
· Groundwater:  2,4-D, MCPP, MCPA, total phenolics, dicamba, diallate, clopyralid, picloram, triallate, and arsenic exceeded industrial action levels in groundwater. 
Soil Remediation
For the soil remedy for site-wide soil contamination, DEQ issued a Statement of Basis on April 1, 2010 and held a 45-day public comment period before issuing its decision document on June 1, 2010. Based on that decision document, in August 2010, approximately 18 cubic yards of impacted soil were excavated from the contaminated area and confirmation samples showed MCPA and 2,4-D concentrations below the applicable remediation goals. DEQ approved the soil corrective measures completion on April 7, 2011. 
A separate excavation was completed in 2012 at the former surface impoundment. The solidified sludge and soil were excavated and shipped to an off-site permitted hazardous waste disposal facility. Confirmation samples collected at the base and walls of the excavation showed all site contaminants of potential concern below industrial screening and/or risk levels, and DEQ determined no further soil corrective measures was required for the surface impoundment area. 
A number of areas were not able to be evaluated during the initial soil assessments and investigations due to plant activity that restricted safe access to the subsurface soil.  Due to plant closure which allowed safe access, in 2022, soil samples were collected from beneath the concrete floors and loading dock and analyzed for all historical site chemicals of potential concern. Based on those investigation results and a 2023 screening-level risk assessment, DEQ determined that no further action was required for those deferred areas. This work completed the remaining soil-related evaluations for facility-wide corrective action at the site.
Groundwater Remediation 
Groundwater monitoring has been conducted at the site since the early 1980s. Earlier groundwater remedies to address contamination included pump-and-treat and bioremediation systems operated between 1983 and 2003, followed by use of in-situ Submerged Oxygen Curtain (iSOC) technology and monitored natural attenuation. For the selected final groundwater remedy, DEQ issued a Statement of Basis on May 18, 2015, and held a 45-day public comment period before issuing its final decision document on July 14, 2015.  The groundwater remedy combined institutional controls, long-term monitoring, and localized iSOC treatment when needed. 
Of the groundwater chemicals of concern, since 2016 the only constituents detected above current DEQ-7 standards were MCPP, MCPA, and arsenic. Standards have not been exceeded for MCPP since 2018, MCPA since 2021, and arsenic since 2023.
Environmental Control Easement
A Declaration of Environmental Control Easement was established for the site in 2019 as part of the institutional controls supporting the groundwater remedy. The easement restricts the property to industrial use and limits groundwater use to only industrial and monitoring purposes, helping ensure that residual site conditions remain protective of human health and the environment. In practice, the environmental control easement provides the long-term legal mechanism to preserve those restrictions after active remediation is completed.
Completion of Facility-Wide Corrective Action
The following facility-wide corrective action activities have been completed at LPI, thus completing all remediation requirements for the site:
· Soil corrective measures completion report, 2010
· Surface impoundment excavation completion report, 2012
· Surface impoundment risk assessment report, 2013
· Deferred area analytical and risk assessment reports, 2023
· Groundwater corrective measures completion report, 2025
Following approval of the groundwater corrective measures completion report, the corrective action order requires a public comment process on completion of both soil and groundwater remedies before DEQ issues its final decision on facility-wide corrective measures completion. 
Public Participation
Members of the public are provided the opportunity to review and comment on DEQ’s decision of facility-wide corrective measures completion. The soil and groundwater corrective measures completion reports are available for review on DEQ’s website at http://deq.mt.gov/Public/publiccomment. A hard copy of the completion reports and fact sheet will be made available, if requested.
Comment Period
The comment period will extend from June 8, 2026 to July 13, 2026.
WRITTEN/EMAIL COMMENTS
Comments must be submitted no later than July 13, 2026 to:
MAIL	EMAIL
Ann M. Kron	deqhazwaste@mt.gov
Hazardous Waste Program	subject line: LPI Facility-Wide Corrective Action Completion 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality
PO BOX 200901
Helena, MT 59620-0901
DEQ’S PROCEDURE FOR REACHING FINAL DECISIONS
DEQ will prepare a response to comments.  The response to comments will explain any changes to the required corrective measures at the site.
DEQ will then make a final decision to approve or deny the determination that facility-wide corrective action is complete.  After DEQ makes its final decision, notice will be given to LPI and each person who submitted written comments or requested a notice of the final decision.  The final decision becomes effective 30 days after notice of the decision, unless a later date is specified.  If no written comments are received, the final decision becomes effective immediately upon notice from DEQ.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you need further information, please contact Ann M. Kron at the address listed above, or at 406-444-5824, or akron@mt.gov.
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